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 R.H. White Completes Fast Track Perchlorate Treatment Plant
Plant is first of its kind in Massachusetts
October 20, 2005 – R.H. White Construction Company has recently completed construction of a Perchlorate Treatment Facility for the Aquarion Water Company of Massachusetts.  The plant, capable of treating 1400 gallons of water per minute, removes perchlorate from the water supply for the Town of Millbury, MA.  It is the first large-scale perchlorate treatment plant to be installed in Massachusetts for use on potable water.

Problem discovered, solution needed
In May of 2004, at the request of the Massachusetts Dept. of Environmental Protection, the Aquarion Water Co. of Mass. tested its water supplies for perchlorate, a chemical used in the manufacture of explosives.  Two of the Company’s four wells tested positive for perchlorate with levels of 46 parts per billion (PPB) and 18 PPB.  This was the first time that the DEP had notification of this contaminant in a public water supply, and they ordered the Water Company to reduce the levels to 1 part per billion or below.
Plant completed on time and under budget
An ion exchange technology from the U. S. Filter Company was selected and excavation for the new plant commenced on April 4, 2005, with snow still on the ground.  With a fast-track schedule and team in place, the building was erected by May 20th and treated water was available on May 27th, 7 weeks after construction commenced.
"Once Aquarion Water Company was notified that perchlorate was found we immediately brought in R. H. White to assist in developing the solution,” states Larry Bingaman, Senior Vice President – Operations for Aquarion Water.  “The team approach that quickly evolved from our partnership created an effective and efficient treatment selection, communication and construction process.  The new 2 MGD perchlorate removal water treatment facility was producing perchlorate-free drinking water on time and under budget approximately one year from the date of detection.  Since Aquarion is the first water supplier in Massachusetts to implement a perchlorate removal technology for drinking water, the experience and success of the project is serving as a model program for the DEP and other water utilities."
About the company
R.H. White is a full service Contracting and Construction Management firm with over 400 employees and seven locations throughout New England.  R.H. White has been serving customers in the Utility, Manufacturing, Technology, Residential and Commercial Development sectors since 1923.
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